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Chambal village marks 50 yrs of Ist mass surrender of dacoits

Shruti Tomar and

Shiv Pratap Singh

CLTTT U STt )
BHOPAL: In the first week of Apeil
972 the residbents of the tiny vil-
lavac of Dhoreraa, 3%k fron Mad:
hya Pradesh’s Morena, ket thelr

other smaller dacoit gangs that
surrendened, too,all shouting sko-
wmln pradse of Mahatima Gan-
lhi, il sl pctivists Vinobha
Hlum:nndJni Prakash Narmyan.
Fifty years later. on April M,
vl society activists and somc of

Tien yeears later, Madtho Singh
reached out to Bhave and Nar-
ayan, The negotiations could not
Havecomieata better tme. Chame
bl was In the throcs ol vie
lence, From the lnte 149505 1o the
rlel V70, there were it [east 700

hemes: Biags and chyild I

shotrlders, they put lockson their
doors, and ook all they could
GArTy ~ some on foot, some on
buliock cartd. Fleeing was not
unusaml in the anea These were,
after all, the ravines of Chambal
wheere dacodts, s and niurder
were Inerinsic o everyday life. Ya,
this was different. 1t was not o
Right sparked by fear; it was a
temporary exodus for peace.

the former dcoits will

Dhorera to that
seminal day five decades ago,
and to relive a journey that
finally browught some sembilance
of peace 1o the ravaged reglon.

Years of back-channel talks
The final touches may have
come in Dhorem in 1972 but the
surrender was years In the muk-
Ing, according to peaple who
have studied and tracked Chom-

Asthe fumilies It newinhab-  bal'sdark days
Itants came n. The “The first Inltiative
homes were unlocked, far the surrender was:
and tenis wereseLup, by taken by Vinoba Bhave
people from the disrict I 15960 o the requestof
ndm{nistration, politi- Tehsildar Singh, the son
clins, social activists, of dacelt Man Simgh.
anil police personing, PICK OF  ‘Tehslidar was in Naind
Then arrived some I'! 1[" [1“ Jall nned winte a befter to

eedented, but not Bhaveseeking
unfumiliar, visitors, === nent solution, Bhave
More than a hundred dreaded — had advecated 3 surrender for
dacoits entered the village with  dacoits. and in a famous spoech
guns slungs across thelr bodies.  on the banks of the Chembal river

The state and the dacoits had
hunted cach other unill then.
Now they were 1yl o negotiate
i surremder.
Abouta week liter, on April M,
15972, meore than 200 dacoits sur-
rendered in Dhorer, It was the
first such mass surrender ln
Chambal and was led by dacolts
Miahar Singh and Madlio Singh.
The former. canying a reward of
ko ks bsic anel e o
85 murcers, lay down arms with
mare than 80 men. The ltter —
mhlnmmdd!lhk!l st

in May 1960 said that these
ahpodes wiere bitier than ihe oncs
{1 reference to cormiption) siing
In Delhi” sald Juyant Sirgh, a pro-
lessor of jourmallsm at ITM,
Gvalior wh followed the staries
of Chambal s dogoits.

After the letier, there were
Intermittent  conversations
between the governiment aid
activists around questions of sur-
render biat these faded Into the
background, overtiken by
broader palitical events such as
ilmmhoﬂ‘dﬂmh'lumimm—

tricts in M. four distriets in
Rajosthan, and six districts in
Uttar Prodesh, Javant Singh sikd.

The plty e the ravines
made it fertile ground for the
operation of these fmngu sof
soll allowed only for movement
on foot, oron harses and camels,
whiich thi: potice founel difficult to
navigate. A former state police
services officer KD sid,
“The structure of the mvines
chianges every monsoon, 5o it wa
diffieult for police o havea clear
map they could wse to chase the
dacols”

Fetired deputy inspector gen-
eral of palice, Hard Singh Yaday,
who spent 13 years of his service
i the radnes, sald, “Tn the 19605,
dacolts increased dise to a per-

scckingaperma-  ceived sense of injustice, When

people faced atrocitles, they
woltkd join the dacoles. The sandar
{chiel) woukd give them guns and
manpower, which they used to
enct revenge, and in torn woubd
Join the gang. These gangs sus-
mined (hemselves through
aluduction and extortion.”
Inary 1971, Nogavan deputed
thee Chambal Ghati Shant mis-
son an organisation nI'SD.wcnl
activisis. to begin

overmamlmumnmtﬂuhamlnwm HIARCHAE

denth sentence for thelr crimes;
and two, after they completed
thelr Jall terms, they wouild be
given three acres of agriculivral
lanel. Narayan often jolned these
negotiations, and proposal the
felea of an “open jall” for dacaits,
the first of which was set up In
Munjgioll in Astiok Nogir district.
Eventually, there was a break:
throwgh with Mohar Singh.
Slagh, who died (n 2020 in
i, woudd olen sy that when
Narayan informed then prime
minster Inelirn Gandhi that a deal
was dode, she sald she would
allowy it ondy If Mohar Singh sur-
rendercd. “Even Prime Minister
‘s comoerned about me” he siid
Iman intervew with HT in 2019,

The Dhorera surrender
Ex durd l:'-. ! Ihl‘

with a clutch of infamous gang
leaders including Mohar Sitgh.
Tilak Singh. Saru Singh, and
Badla Ram, among others. Evenr
tually, the negotiations were whis:
tled dhown to tweo primary condl-
llnm One, the sumndcﬂn:

trutst wos still Fragie, Singh askod
thit a village be vacated for the
acotts nud thelr families o stay
together as final toiche were
being (roned out. Dhorera, with
0 homes, was picked because of
Its prnxuull)f o lhc Mnllan

and the Pagnr Kothi where Nor-
ayan lived. On the order of then
MP chidef milnistier Pradash Chand
Sethi, potice declared the whobe
aren i peice aone” where dacolts
were allowed to rou froely,
Rutired constable Shri Krishna
Sirygh Sthaarwar, now 85, wasone
o MP police per-
sonned posted at the village. "It
was an unusual moment for us
becise e were welconslig the
dacoits o the peace zone, the
e been chiasing
for s many years,” he sad.
Initially, the administration
expected only the Mobhar Singh
and Madho Sigh gangs 1o aiur-
render, but s word sproack. at
lesst 10 ot her grangs wanited to Ly
down s aswell “The pegotls
toes had 1o quickly call for extm
ritthon pndd water tnkers because
there was abways the chance of
clashes breaking out if there was
mimlmlmt. said Sikarwar.
Almer Singh, now an 85-yer-
e, was part of thi Mobir
Sirxyi g “Tsurmendered when
twalf\ Itwas. Hhr ﬂac[ma.hm

Dz it wokd have been skey
for police to kil us In o fake
encourter, But wetnistod Jad Pra-
kash Becatse our num-
bers were so high, the palioe ook
two days to complete 1he process
of arrests. | wis housed in Mun.
gaoki jail.*

Forr the willgers of Dhorer,
thie temporary shift wis a dnee
to be o prart of history. Parimal
Slegh Kansana shifted to the vil-
lage of Kashipur for 0 days. It
was hus pucc horme, one ol two in
the willage, that Mohar Singh
occupied. “All the women and
child ren moved to dhdr moteral
homes for two woeks while some
mien; including my fther stayed
biehind tohedp the district sdmin-
Istration.” Kansam, now 68, said

He added that the village did
net have o refationship of fear
with the dicolts, igratehul s they
were for their support of the poor.
“Weewiere ot almid of the dacolts
because they only punished
amlndaars and bustnessmen.”

For somie, thaugh, memores
ammached (o the dacoits were less
leasant, and they were less
enthused about the negotiations.
Gangaram Gupta, from Dham-
kana illage in Mornna, was sovon
when he was kdnapped by the
Baarelal gang. | went through tor-
wire for 24 days. The dacobts
thirew e fromia e, My fither
ekl 25,0008 rswsom. When the
gang surrendered, without any
real punishiment, i pained me.
But we told ourielves this woukd
bring peace for our families.”

What happened to

the dacolts

The mass swirender of 1972
opened the Noodgites for mare

!ll.‘h mwﬂlrmlm)uw By

rensfered, official data shows.
Retired dirvetor gencral of pollee
B Jugran, who was the Morena
polie InM7L skl
“In the decade alter the surrender,
there was a lot of pressure on
ilacoits. There were encounbers,
and asmmbers went down, maon:
and merewinted o ghe upanms”

Mualkhan Singh, for instince,
strrendered in Bidnd in July
1982 in front of 10,000 peophe.
Phoolan Devi surrendered in
February 1983 In Bhind.

Mot dacolts served Imiprison-
ment af elght to 10 years, and
whin they came out, had s con-
struct entiredy new lives, The Gan-
dhi Ashrnm in [¥horera, sctup in
M, prlaveed a ooy rode in thee ree-
onciliathon by finding ways for sur-
renderd dacolts foltegmte. “The
big challenge was to maintain
peace after the stirmender, Those
whi suffered du 1o the dacolts
could casily have developed fock

of revenge, That s why SN

o startod hiimianlirkin

activitles from the Ashrm. Atits

peak, as many B0 dacolis were

with the ashrum,” said soclal

reformier Rajagopal PV, one of the
people invohvedin the ashram,

As the dacolts pivoted oo life
otitshile of crime, one arena that
wielcomed the most influential
among them was politics. For
years they had run quasi goveri-
micmits, and this meant a ready-
racle eatehment of suppart thit
caumee with these beaders. Mohar
Slogh Joined the Congress and
won the Mehgaon municipality
lection in 1956, Phookun Dev rose
to become an ME from M pur
I UIP vk before e vwiis st
nuted in 2001, Tehsldar Singh.
who first wrole to Bhave propes-
hm the mass mmn!cr In lS!‘lJ.

atlys Janata Party candidate from
Jaswant Nagar in 1991, buirlost,

Shadow of violence
Fity years mery have prssod, and
the dacodts have bong bt theds
Infhuetye, but the shadow of o cul
e of viokenee stll looims. A Madl
Iy Pradesh home minkstry
says that in 2020, Uhe stule b
250,000 gun leenses. Of the.
A werein three disericts - Gwak
o (30,5001, Bhind (22000) and
Morerin (23,000). IPS officer
Mana) Kumar Singh, who was
posted in Bhind in 2020, sid
“Heyond thise, about 150 murders
werecommitied usdg, Dol anme
between Al6and A0 The o
arms Wsiness foods off the legol
arms lcenses, becse animind
thoni bs s plentiful sipply.”

For police personnel on the

| subculture where cvery

ol tale Is about gun-wielding
dacokts has grve amifications
I s Dt vt i thhe dlistrict of
Rafgarh, Pawan Siigh Blindorya
regieteridd only o caste under the
APTYES BT over 3 vear, Now tow
Inspector of the Sibanlya police
station for just seven munths, b
hasal ready logged 20 cases. "The
youngsters have stanid Eiking fo
social media toshow off thelr cal
lection of arms, Here, owning 2
weapon isa matter of pride,”

Between April 3 and Ap!il [
I event By the
b ashramand the Baa I'arml
at hest 30 surmmidercd docoéts and
ithelr e lbes will arvive in Dhar:
o o commemarnte the day o
the first mass surrender. Thae
“golden jublloe” s set o b place
at Juyaprikash Narayan Degres
College— inagurated fn 1995 an
the s picee of Land where the
mmﬂvmmnhmmhﬂ



50 YRS OF SURRENDER OF CHAMBAL DACOITS

‘Sell-centric mindsef responsible for wolence  [njustice & mequality

650 YOUTHSFRON
30STATES GATHER
AT J0URAOR
S-OA YOUTH CANP

OUR STAFF REPORTER
olyShepa iy co

Giandhian Ramdhiraj has
said that evils Like injus-
tice, violence, and inequal-
{fy increase in the soclety
e to selfcentric ap:
proach.

Tharefore, If the younger
generation wants a better
soctety; then one has 1o

work for and thintk about
the welfareof others. This
Is what Sarvodava 1s all
ghout, he added.
Ramdhiraj was speaking
on the inaugural day of &
five-day ‘Youth for Peace
and Justice Camp'
Joura in Morena district
on Tuesday  Mahatma
Gandhi Seva  Ashram
Joura and National Youth
Scheme  organised  {he
camp fo mark the 50th an-
piversaryof the surrender
of Chambal dacmits.
Hesaid that the impactof
climate change is the most
o the commen man, Due
o untimely and excessive

1A

id

rainfall and drought, the
miajority of peaple depend
ent on agriculture and the
poor labourers are facing
challnges, By planting
frees, the earth can be
made gree and the envl
romment can be enriched
by waer conservation and
harvesting,

Around 650 vouth from
30 states of the eountry
have taken mart in the
cany,

President of Mahatma
Gandhi  Sevn  Ashram
Jours, Ransingh Parmar
sald that the burden of so-
clety and nation is on the
shoulders of the young

generation. “Every yong
persan should work on Bk
(shanta eh K-k Ghanta
Dosh Ko'by taking mspira
tian from Subbarao’s e
e said.

Sunil from Thiruvanan-
thapuram said that he had
heard and read about the
sirrenderof dacoltaand i
is & matter of pride for
bim to meet the surren-
dered  dacot  Bahadur
Singh and get 1o know
about his thoughts.

Kalyani Sarkar from
West Bengal, said that if
she can do something for
society by taking inspira-
tion from Subbarao then

ber Life will be blessed.
Trustee of National Youth
Scheme Sukumaran from
Kerala said that cannoct:
fnpwith the youth was im-
portant,

Young social worker and
frustee of Rayuyo, sang &
song titled Hindi Ha Hum
KarodKarod . Youth
participated in sesslons re-
lated to yoga, collectve
Shramdaan and national
flag holsting,

Professor Anand Kumar
from  Jawaharlal Nebru
University, thinker and
former MP Raghu Thakur
will participate and pres-
ent the ideas in the event
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